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Call for papers 

After the Sousse Colloquium in 2002 and the Madrid Colloquium in 2004, the CNRS work group EMMA, is organizing the biannual colloquium in Istanbul, in collaboration with the Galatasaray University. The theme will be: "Euro-Mediterranean partnership: regional construction or dilution in globalization". 

The Mediterranean zone is characterized by widely divergent levels of development and contrasting catch up processes between its country members. The development of economic relations, foreign direct investments and international integration politics, has had particular effects on growth, employment and evolution of productive specialization. It has stimulated implantation, delocalisation and relocalisation strategies from the firms while orientating commercial, technological and financial exchange. Liberalization has shaped not only the volume and the nature of trade but also economic activities’ geographical allocation. 

We can ask ourselves, in this framework, which strategies will firms use? and to what extent will these strategies be influenced by supranational policies, globalization and euro-Mediterranean free trade agreements? The Barcelona euro-Mediterranean Partnership Project (November 1995), signed between the European Union and the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean Countries (Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Palestinian territories), by scheduling the free trade agreement to 2010, has broken up the tradition of preferences. Through liberalization, the euro-Mediterranean partnership was to stimulate the structural reforms and play catalyst role. What can we assess? Can we say that standardization was limited while foreign direct investments and improvements weak? Furthermore, at the same time WTO and Bretton Woods institutions stimulated a multilateralisation of the world. The emergence of big Asian countries such as India and or more so, China, and the enlargement of the European Union to Central and Oriental European countries has moved the centre of gravity, at the expense of the Euro-Mediterranean Zone. Did the suppression of the agreement on textile and clothing affect the chances of the Moroccan, Tunisian, Egyptian and Turkish industries where the costs of production were higher? In general, which strategies can these countries adopt to resist international competition and extend their specialization? Can the integration South-South constitute a solution today?

Main Topics of the Colloquium:

1. European Union and Euro-Mediterranean integration 
2. Structural reforms, catching up and developmental policies of euro-Mediterranean partners 
3. Euro-Mediterranean integration and geographical economics
4. Effects of commercial multilateral liberalization 
5. Foreign direct investments, attraction and impacts on host countries

6. Strategies and enterprise management in the  euromed area

7. Business culture and aspects of governance in the euromed area

8. Migration, labour and income transfers 
9. Regional integration and reconstruction of agricultural spaces and trade 
10. Regional integration, norms and environment 
11. Social protection and labour 
12. Regional integration, human capital, innovation and technological diffusion 
13. Infrastructures and territorial competitiveness 
14. Exchange regime and competitiveness 
15. Financial integration 
16. Economic liberalization, governance, security and democracy 
17. Economic history of the Euro-Mediterranean Zone 



Important dates: 


Authors are invited to submit an extended abstract (two pages) in French or in English to the following address: econ@gsu.edu.tr before 2 January 2006. The scientific committee will then determine the final program by 28 January 2006. The authors will then have to send the full papers (in French or in English) before 15 April 2006 to econ@gsu.edu.tr . The accepted papers will be put on the Internet site of the organizing institutions.

Scientific Committee

Bertrand BELLON (ADIS, Paris Sud), Claude BERTHOMIEU (CEMAFI Nice), Maurice CATIN (CRERI, Toulon), Jacques CHARMES (IRD), Christian DEBLOCK (CEIM, UQAM Montréal), Ahmet INSEL (Galatasaray, Istanbul), Saadet IYIDOGAN (Galatasaray, Istanbul), Seyfettin GURSEL (Galatasaray Istanbul), Mohamed LAHOUEL (Tunis), José-Maria MELLA (Autonoma Madrid), El Mouhoub MOUHOUD (CEPN, Paris Nord), Michela PELICANI (DDSM, Bari), Roland PEREZ (ERFI, Montpellier I), Pascal PETIT (CEPREMAP et CEPN, Paris), Henri REGNAULT (CATT, Pau), Michel VERNIERES (MATISSE, Paris I).

Organizing Commitee

Ayça AKARCAY, Abuzer BAKIS, Ahmet INSEL, Saadet IYIDOGAN, Haluk LEVENT, Henri REGNAULT, Renginar SENSES.

